


SCIENCE AND
EMOTION

ANIMAL WELFARE ISACONCERN FOR
EVERYONE...This is especially true for egg
farmers who want only the best for their
hens. Thanks to a controlled housing envi-
ronment and a Science-based cage system,
hens are free from attacks by predators, free
to enjoy adequate feed and water, and free
of many disease problems. This concern for
a healthy bird assures you of a high-quality,
great tasting, nutritious egg free from con-
tamination.

There are animal activists and vegan organizations

whose mission is to eliminate animal agriculture and
to limit consumer choices in the marketplace.

FEEDING AMERICA...Providing a high-
quality egg is not only a responsibility,
it is also a right! Egg farmers should
have the right to produce an affordable,
nutritious product and not be at risk of
losing their way of life. With the econ-
omy being depressed, farmers want to
continue to offer a food for consum-
ers that provides an incredible source
of vitamins, minerals, and essential
protein.

Chickens
running around the barnyard used to be
a common farm scene; one that has often
been captured by photographers and artists
alike. Aside from their pastoral appearance,
chickens were very important to the farmer;
not only as nutritious meat, but in addition,
they provided eggs for the farmer and his
family.

Farm flocks have numbered from just a
few hens to a few hundred and were of-
ten managed by the farmer’s wife or chil-
dren. The feed used was nothing more than
kernels of corn, grown on the farm and
thrown on the ground for the birds to eat,
along with worms, bugs and other morsels
the chickens would find. Eggs were gath-
ered by hand and sometimes bartered by
the children for candy at the local grocery
store or for a staple food needed by Mom,
such as flour or sugar.

Predators and disease could quickly destroy
the birds and the family’s source of food and
income, so hen houses were built for their
protection.

In addition, the farmer could provide the
birds with better sanitation, a constant
supply of food and water and protection
against severe weather. This assured the
birds of better health and living conditions.

Improved technology and the develop-
ment of sophisticated, mechanical equip-
ment saw a shift from small, farm flocks
to large commercial operations. Genetics
have played an important role too, as
hens which were resistant to disease and
produced the most eggs of the highest
quality were used to strengthen future
generations of birds.

In today’s egg-laying facilities, tempera-
ture, humidity and light are all controlled
and the air is kept well circulated. The
buildings are insulated and well venti-
lated. Because care and feeding of hens,
maintenance, sanitation and egg gather-
ing all take time and money, automation
is used whenever possible. Most farmers
favor housing their birds in a cage system,
because of its sanitation and efficiency;
but, floor operations are also in use.

Thanks to various production and good-
practice codes, layers are provided with
a safe, comfortable facility which assures
consumers of the best egg possible. In the
major egg-producing states, some egg
farmers have more than 1 million hens
in many houses. Each of the 285 million
laying birds in the United States produces
from 250 to 300 eggs a year.

Just as houses and equipment have been
improved through the years, the bird’s feed
has come a long way too, as compared to
the corn that was thrown out in the barn-
yard. Today, the hen’s ration may contain
the same types of additives approved for
human food. It is carefully balanced so
that the hen gets just the right amounts of
protein, fat, carbohydrates, vitamins and
minerals for maximum egg size. Hormones
are never used. Today’s hen eats a better
balanced diet than many people!

Keeping birds healthy and getting the egg
to the consumer at a reasonable cost,
while maintaining quality and freshness,

are the farmer’s highest priorities.
This is a privilege and a responsibility that
cannot be lost to future generations.




